Virginia Film Festival 
Publicity & Copywriting Internship

Introduction

The Virginia Film Festival has been celebrating the magic of the movies and inspiring audiences for the past 28 years. Today it stands as one of Virginia’s most important cultural landmarks, and one of the most respected regional destination film festivals in the United States.  

Every autumn, the Festival showcases the most celebrated new features and documentaries together with fresh perspectives on timeless classics. Through a program of over 100 films, the VFF spotlights the work of leading filmmakers from around the world as well as films and artists found right in its own backyard.  And each year, audiences interact with guest artists who cover the entire film spectrum, from internationally acclaimed actors and directors to exciting newcomers and stars of tomorrow. 

The Virginia Film Festival’s reach extends far beyond the screen, thanks to year-round outreach and education efforts that include screenings, events, and interactive programming for all ages. 

With the University of Virginia behind them, the Festival harnesses world-class creative and intellectual firepower to engage audiences in stimulating discussions around both the films and the world in which we live. 
The Virginia Film Festival is presented by the University of Virginia.

Job Description
The Virginia Film Festival (VFF) offers a publicity and copywriting internship position in the fall semester to an undergraduate or graduate student currently enrolled at the University of Virginia.  The selected applicant will report both to the VFF’s Managing Director, Jenny Mays and the Festival’s Publicist.  
Job Requirements

Qualified candidates will possess excellent verbal and written communication skills, and the ability to organize and execute tasks in a fast-paced environment. Must be detail oriented, self-motivated, flexible, and be able to work in a team situation.  A strong interest in and connection to the field of Arts Administration as well as promoting film and arts events, is necessary for an applicant for this position.
Duties may include but are not limited to:
· Research, write, and proof copy for film and event synopsis as well as guest bios for the Festival Program and website

· Write and send VFF email newsletters

· Assist Publicist in organizing press conferences, press credentials, and other press communications and managing the production and distribution of press badges, kits, images, posters, and screeners of films
· Work with Marketing intern to create and implement a targeted local community and student outreach campaign  

· Work with the Marketing Intern and VFF staff to ensure all marketing and promotional plans complement each other and do not overlap or compete

· Assist in collecting box office data and producing ticket sales and attendance reports 
· Assist in student and community volunteer recruitment and training efforts

· Work with the Marketing intern to maintain VFF publicity archive for film festival 
· Work with Marketing Intern on social media efforts

The VFF is a dynamic, fun work environment with offices on West Main Street. This internship is ideal for someone desiring experience with a non-profit arts organization or public service. Commerce School and business-related majors are also encouraged to apply.
Application Requirements 

Please write a sample press release to announce this fictitious scenario and submit it with your application:

The Virginia Film Festival has just announced Quentin Tarantino as a special guest. Tarantino will be presenting his Oscar-winning hit Pulp Fiction in a special event at the Paramount Theater on Saturday, November 7 at 7:00 p.m.. He will give a brief introduction to the film then be interviewed at its conclusion by noted film critic David Edelstein. The release should include a quote from VFF Director Jody Kielbasa and a brief biographical paragraph on Tarantino and his career. 

Please write a 200 word newsletter story promoting the fact that tickets for the upcoming 28th Annual Virginia Film Festival will go on sale on October 2.

Some facts:

· VFF will be screening more than 100 films over four days at locations throughout Charlottesville

· Tickets will be available for individual films as well as five-film passes

· Tickets also available for Opening Night Gala at The Jefferson Theater and Late Night Wrap Party at Main Street Arena

· For purposes of this project only – This year’s program to be highlighted by special guests Barry Levinson (presenting Wag the Dog as part of the 5th Annual Presidency in Film Series), Dustin Hoffman (star of Wag the Dog), and Charlottesville’s own Sissy Spacek (presenting a fresh look at the classic film Coal Miner’s Daughter.)
· Tickets available at www.virginiafilmfestival.org. 
