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Welcome

Jody Kielbasa
Director, Virginia Film Festival
Vice Provost for the Arts, UVA

| am humbled and proud to share some of the brightest moments and achievements from the 35th Annual Virginia Film Festival,
which took place November 2-6, 2022.

“The Virginia Film Festival is back.” This is the phrase | heard the most throughout the Festival weekend from patrons,
community members, and supporters who filled theaters in Downtown Charlottesville and the Grounds of UVA to celebrate the
art of film. Though we presented Festivals in 2020 and 2021 - despite the myriad challenges that the pandemic presented - this
year felt different. Some of my favorite moments included hearing the gasps of surprise and guffaws of laughter that rang
through a sold out Paramount Theater during Glass Onion: A Knives Out Mystery, followed by a night of dancing and celebration
at the Opening Night Gala. | was delighted when walking on the Downtown Mall as it was abuzz for five days with VAFF
movie-goers discussing what they just watched and what they were seeing next. | will not forget how people were moved to tears
after the screenings of Stay Awake and Living or how gracious and inspiring our special guests were during panels and
discussions.

Without restrictions on travel or events, we increased the size of our program and the number of guests we brought in from all
over the world. We also enjoyed the special events that had been paused since 2020, providing more opportunities for
connections and celebration. In the Spring, we welcomed a new member to our team, Senior Programmer llya Tovbis, a seasoned
industry professional who did not skip a beat and worked with our Advisory Board, guest programmers, and partners to curate a
truly excellent program.

In 2022, the Virginia Film Festival was back because you - our audience and partners - came back. And we could not be more
grateful for your continued patronage and support. We feel incredibly lucky to serve this community and share the power and art
of film with you each year. Thank you for a wonderful year at the VAFF and we look forward to bringing the best in cinema to
Virginia in 2023!
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Program At-A-Glance
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Films and Sold Out
Events Events
Industry Guests Speakers,
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Breakthrough Star Award

Craft Award




Gerald L. Baliles Founder’s Award

Local filmmaker Jamie Sisley received the Governor Gerald
L. Baliles Founder’s Award at a screening of his film Stay
Awake, which offered a deeply personal look at the familial
Impacts of opioid addiction. The award recognizes
excellence in Virginia filmmaking. Following the screening
Sisley was joined by stars Wyatt Oleff and Chrissy Metz

and USA Today’s film critic Brian Truitt.

Changemaker Award

The Festival presented the Changemaker Award to
Academy Award-winning screenwriter and prominent
LGBTQ+ activist Dustin Lance Black (Milk, J. Edgar, Under
the Banner of Heaven). The award recognizes a filmmaker
who has been a force for positive change. NPR critic Bilal

Qureshi led the screenwriter in a discussion about the film
and his work as both an artist and an activist.



Screenwriting Achievement Award

Chronicler Award




Opening Night



Centerpiece Film

VAFF’s Centerpiece screening featured the film
Women Talking, directed by Sarah Polley. The
screening of the film also featured a tribute to
two-time Tony award-winning actress Judith
lvey, known for her incredible legacy as a stage
performer, as well as her onscreen work.

International Oscar Contenders

The VAFF featured eleven International Oscar
Contenders in the 2022 program including
Close and EO along with other acclaimed films
Saint Omer, Corsage, and Beautiful Beings.



Audience DemOngphiCS AGE COMPARISON

OF SURVEY TAKERS

Identify as a member of a
historically disenfranchised and/or
under-represented group (e.g.,

S0

*based on 1930 responses

based on gender identification,
race/ethnicity, religion, sexual
orientation, etc.)

WHAT IS THE HIGHEST DEGREE OR LEVEL OR SCHOOL YOU HAVE
COMPLETED?

26 % 29 % 28 %

B Masters Degree or

B Bachelors Degree B High School or Less

B Some College B Associates Degree Prefer Not to Say

*based on 1936 responses

18-34 yo, 54%
35-54 yo, 20%
55-74 yo, 20%

75+ yo, 4%

Younger than 18, 1%

sed on 1936 responses

SURVEY TAKERS IDENTIFIED AS:

EEERREER,

51% woman
46% wan
1% Biomer

'I % OTHER

*based on 1953 responses
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Audience Demographics
CITY OR COUNTY OF PRIMARY RESIDENCE

1005

500

@)

Charlottesville City Albemarle County Other*

*Others include: Surrounding Central Virginia Counties, Richmond Area,
Northern Virginia, Lynchburg, Staunton, Virginia Beach, North Carolina, Alabama

*based on 1895 responses

HOW FAR DID YOU TRAVEL?

50+ MILES ~ 25-50 M

13%)28% I 58 %

*based on 1922 responses

B <S50k per ®
year
B $50-100k

per year

*based on 1853 responses

> $100k

per year



Marketing Reach

PHOTO HOLD

3.7K Instagram




Highlighted Media Coverage

Virginia Film Festival was covered extensively in media outlets locally and throughout the Commonwealth

leading up to and during the Festival weekend. We also welcomed nationally recognized film critics from

major entertainment and news outlets to come to Charlottesville, participate in our on-stage discussions,
and interview our industry guests.

USA Today Washington Post CVille Weekly

IndieWire Vulture Vulture



UVA Impact and Partnerships




Community, Accessibility, and Outreach

“This was the first time in my life that | felt like | was able to go to a public film screening
and enjoy the movie like any of my hearing peers, and that experience means

a lot to me personally.”




16

Sponsor Highlights

Bank of America has been a Premiere Sponsor of the Virginia

Film Festival for several years, supporting the Opening Night

Film and Gala. Bank of America’s mission to foster stronger
communities aligns with the VAFF as we work to engage our
community around the art and power of film. As a VAFF sponsor,
Bank of America enjoys prime marketing on two of VAFF’s

largest events, opportunities to engage with clients and employees
and much more, all while providing incredible support to the VAFF.

In 2022, we established a new partnership with the Southern
Environmental Law Center (SELC). SELC was the Presenting
Sponsor of VAFF’s inaugural Environmental Film Series, which
included 11 narrative and documentary films. Representatives from
SELC were present at venues prior to screenings to share information
and merchandise with audience members.

Ting Internet presented VAFF’s 2022 Audience Favorite Award
and their support was acknowledged on all of our voting kiosks,
which were stationed at every venue during the 5-day Festival.
Ting has supported the VAFF for several years and provides
internet for many of VAFF’s venues and event spaces.
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Virginia Film Festival is a program of

[UNIVERSITY
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Premiere Sponsors

;
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profe
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UNIVERSITY ¢ VIRGINIA

Platinum Sponsors

Charlottesville-Albemarle Airport
Charlottesville Radio Group

C-Ville Weekly

The Daily Progress

Harvest Moon Catering

Light House Studios

The Paramount Theater

Southern Evironmental Law Center
United Way of Greater Cville
Watermark Design

IRGINIA
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Gold Sponsors

County of Albemarle

City of Charlottesville

CBS19 News

Three Notch’d Brewing Co

UVA Division for Diversity, Equity,
and Inclusion

UVA Arts Council

The Whiskey Jar

Presenting Sponsors
N/

THE

JOSEPH AND ROBERT
CORNELL MEMORIAL

Ith

Silver Sponsors

Congregation Beth Israel

IX Art Park

Jefferson Trust

Virginia Commission for the Arts
National Endowment for the Arts
Nest Realty

UVA Health Gamma Knife Center
Verizon

VMDO

Waterperry Farm

Woodard Properties

JMSR F O UNDATION

L

CNDUU)

Bronze Sponsors

101 Jamz

105.5 Sam FM

Charlottesville Dogwood Foundation
Jonah Tobias

Lifeview Marketing & Visuals
South Street Inn

The Jefferson Theater

McLean Faulconer Inc.
Pepsi-Cola Co. of Central Virginia
Posner Wealth

Management

Ting Internet

UVA Department of Drama
WTJU 911

Advisory Board

Mark Johnson, Chair
Marc Abraham
Beverly Adams

Doro Bachrach

Liz Biber

Janet Graham Borba
Lee Caplin

Perrin Chiles
Jocelyn Diaz

Andy Edmunds

RT

IRGINIA IS FOR

VIOLET CROWN VBN vas

VIRGINIA FILM OFFICE

Supporting Sponsors

Convoy
Crutchfield

Minority Business Alliance of the Cville

Regional Chamber of Commerce
UVA Korea Society
Wegmans Food Market Inc.

John L. Mitchell
Diane H. Naughton
Marshall Persinger

Temple W. Fennell Jr.
Jason George
John Lee Hancock

John F. Harris Sara Risher

Pat Hogan Scot Safon

Ron Hohauser Linda Stanley
David Koplan Jeff Wadlow
Steven J. Kung Glenn Williamson
Julie Lynn

Rita McClenny

TRUIST RH
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UVA Partners

Miller Center

UVA Gordie Center

UVA Office for Sustainability
UVA School of Architecture

Community Partners

JMRL

Korean Cultural Center - Washington, D.C.

Mexican Cultural Institute in D.C.
Thomas Jefferson’s Monticello
Welcoming Greater Charlottesville
WNRN

Photo Credits: Ezé Amos, Coe Sweet,
Jack Looney, Justin Ide
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Donors

BENEFACTOR
Anonymous

John and Amy Harris
Pat and Sharon Hogan
Diane and Tim Naughton

STAR

Cary Brown and Steven Epstein
Mark Johnson

Kelley MacDougall and Mike Pausic

PRODUCER

Robin D. Baliles, In Memory of Gerald L. Baliles
Liz Biber

Caplin Foundation

Anna Chytla

M. Elizabeth Dickenson

Jason George

John Lee Hancock

Beatrix Ost

Karen Moran and Wistar Mortis

Sabra Purtill and Andrew Vest

Sara Risher

Jane-Ashley and Peter Skinner

Linda and Brian Stanley

William Taylor and Jacqueline Langholtz
Jack and Carol Weber

DIRECTOR

Marc Abraham

Beverly Adams

Nicole and Earle Betts

Tom and Betsy Bloom

Linda A. Butler

John and Kate Byrne

Patti Cary and Todd Stansbury
Robert and Janis Chevalier

Jane and Tom Davis

Ted Dintersmith and Elizabeth Hazard
Jocelyn Diaz

Cap and Margaret Anne Eschenroeder
Chris and Brad Eure

Elizabeth and Temple Fennell
Fermion Government Services, LLC
Four Corners Real Estate Solutions
John Fowler

David and Janna Gies

Ronald E. Hohauser

Staci and John Katsias

John McAllister

In Memory of James C. Miller

Marshall Persinger and Ray McKinnon
Stephen Paul and Sue Andrea Plaskon
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Piper I

Ricardo Preve

Joanne Robinson

Scot Safon

Steve and Clara Smiley

Nora and Richard Trodden

Glenn Williamson and Kurt Birusingh

CINEMATOGRAPHER

Doro Bachrach

Doug and Judy Bari

David and Carolyn Beach

George Beller and Kakie Brooks
C2C Film Fans

Cager Lee and Ollie

Deborah A. Cohn and Charlotte J. Patterson
Brad and Cathy Coyle

Patty and Jon Craver

Catherine and Raphael Cronin

Kris Kasselman and Bob Emmett
Jacqui and John Lazo

Julie Lynn and Doug Smith

Monica Markelz and Julian Connolly
Rita McClenny

John Mitchell

Margaret and William Schrader
Marlena and Matthew Simon

Helen and John Steele

David Toscano and Nancy Tramontin
Laurie and Cary Turner

George Worthington and Cameron Mowat

EXTRA

Anonymous

Joseph Abbate and Colleen Carew
David Addis and Rebecca Lieser

Dr. Steve Apostoles and Dr. Renee Moss
Bill and Rose Ameen

Cathryn Astin and Patricia Rose
Bennett Ozwald Film Society

Olivia E. Branch

Jon and Kim Bridges

Catherine Brighton and Tonya Moon
Gordon and Marjorie Burris

Pam, William and Lily Calary

Dr. Cathy L. Campbell

Judy Campbell and Michael Henke
Dr. Elizabeth Carr and Christopher Acheson
Jim and Helen Cauthen

Denise and Chris Chambers

Bob and Maria Chapel

Matt and Melissa Charles

Jonathan N. Chasen

Sandra Clark

Barbara Conner

Deborah Del Colliano

Lisa M. Draine

Dennis and Judith Dutterer

Liz and Bill Estep

Benjamin Frye

Cady and Bryan Garey

Drs. Leslie and David Greenberg
Bryon Gustafson and Sara McClellan
Marc Paulo “MPG” Guzman

Merry and Ben Jennings

Dearing Johns Lewis, In Honor of Annie Ward Stern
Adam Jones

Michael O. Kennedy

Jody and Helen Kielbasa

Donald and Mary Kirwan

Dr. David Kleppinger

Anne and Tom Knasel

David and Louisa Koplan

Marilyn Elliott Kozak

David and McCrea Kudravetz

Allison and Derek Leach

Janet and Jeff Legro

Amy and Tim Logan

Bob and Sharon Lorish

Renee Johnson Lorton

Ana and Pedro Matos

William and Beverly McCauley

Larry and Kathryn McElwain

Matthew MclLendon and Townes Coates
Stephen and Lu Ann McNabb

Jenny Mead and Christine Shaw

Duke and Sharon Merrick

Diane and Larry Miller | Long and Foster Realty
Christopher and Alina Quesada Murphy
Gary Nimax and Allen Persinger
Norman Oliver and Susan Jacobson
Dana and Kevin Palmer

Tina and Jim Palmborg

Eric and Michelle Peterson

Caroline and Jason Pounds

Greg Powe and Kathleen Ambrose

Liz Ratcliffe, In Honor of Emma Ratcliffe ‘21
Lisa Reilly

In Memory of Janet Altice Ross

Anne and Paul Sartori

Vaden and Ginny Shields

Michele and Al Sinesky

Jody and Bob Smith

Karyn Gunther Smith

Margaret Smith

Bobbie Spellman

Martha and Philip Stafford

Cheri Stephan and Steve Mull

George Simmons and Dr. Raj Balkrishnan
Pat and Gary Sullivan

Jennifer Sulzberger and Robert DuCharme
Ches and Christina Sumpter

Tavola Restaurant

Inessa Telefus and Chris Hubert

Elsie and Mac Thompson

Hank and Ann Trautmann

Marsha Trimble and Kent Ol
Pierre-Hugues Verdier and Kristin Glover
Carol Vogler

Paul and Ellen Wagner

Dr. Eleanor Barron O’Donnell Weber and Matthew Weber

Val and Rob Weiss

Anthony and Alicia Whitehead
Dave and Sue Wilkinson
Deborah Wyatt

GAFFER

Anonymous

Erica Barnes and Matt Yohe

Louisa Barrett

Pamela Bartlett and Gerry Bishop
Becky Bartness

Gordon Berne and Helene Freiman
Carol and Michael Beurmann
Grace Bowie

Chris Bradley and John Penn Turner
Althea Brooks

Chuck and Candie Bruse

Sarah Cain

Edith Camp

Susan Carlson, In Honor of Owen Larson ’26
Bevin Cetta

Anne and Guy Chapman

Charles and Janet Cheeseman
Stacey Coates

Nargis Cross

Shilpa Daveé

Sally Pecora Dunn, In Memory of William Wyly Dunn
Andy Edmunds

Alev Erisir

Fairborn Family

Robert and Joan Forrest

Jenny and Scott Gardiner

Kathryn and John Gendreau

Jack Hamilton

Michael and Betsy Hancock
Michael and Margaret Hoover
Steven Kung

Geoff and Bree Luck

Judith A. McPeak and Douglas J. Cannato
Tim and Virginia Michel

Patrice and Scott Neese

Jessica Nickelsberg

Susan Northington

Dennis O’Connor

Catherine OBrion

Bonnie and Richard Oliver
Charlotte Pelliccia and Rick Hinton
Benjamin and Stephanie Randolph
Diane Ritter

Brian and Julie Schietinger
Christopher Schmitt

Clara and Bryan Schuster

Mimi Scully

Margaret and Patrick Sheehan
Kristen and Harrison Sheffield
Lawrence Solum

Cynthia Spaulding

Annie Stern, In Memory of Edward J. Stern ‘68
Richard and Susan Tremblay

Carol and Leigh Walker

Katherine Ward

Bitsy and David Waters

Barbara and Roger Williams
Tammy Wilt

Claudia Worrell and Joe Allen
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www.yVirginiafilmfestival.org



